
Immigration: DNA Tests 

Sarah Wollaston Chair, Health and Social Care Committee, Chair, Liaison Committee
(Commons)

Mandatory DNA testing is not only illegal but unethical, and it can put lives at risk. I therefore
welcome the statement, but does my right hon. Friend agree that in building a fair and
humane system, we must also recognise the importance of the confidentiality of medical
records? Will he look at a letter that I received from NHS Digital on 22 October, in my
capacity as Chair of the Health and Social Care Committee, expressing concern about
revised guidance that followed assurances given in the House about the importance of
confidentiality earlier this year?

Sajid Javid The Secretary of State for the Home Department

My hon. Friend speaks with experience of these issues, and I strongly agree with her that
mandatory DNA testing is not only unlawful but unethical. She raised the issue of
confidentiality and mentioned a letter that she was sent as Chair of the Health and Social
Care Committee. I should be happy to look at that and to respond to her fully.
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