Business of the House

Sarah Wollaston Chair, Health and Social Care Committee, Chair, Liaison Committee
(Commons)
It seems clear to me that we are simply not going to be able to get the primary and
secondary legislation required through by 29 March. However, could we, as soon as time
allows, have a debate on the operation of Home Office rules on TBcertification and access
to approved testing clinics? A young family in my constituency are facing imminently being
torn apart because of entirely illogical and unreasonable application of these rules. Despite
my constituent having had an X-ray and obtained a TB certificate, at her expense, at a UK
hospital, she has been told that it will not count because it is not an approved centre, but the
Home Office is telling her that there are no approved centres within the United Kingdom. To
add further illogicality, if she returned to her home country of Canada to reapply, she would
not need a TB certificate because it is more than six months since she was in a TB-prone
country. I am very grateful to a Home Office team for agreeing to meet me to look at this
case in detail. However, I do think that it raises a wider issue about applications and access
to TB centres in the United Kingdom.
Andrea Leadsom Lord President of the Council and Leader of the House of Commons
My hon. Friend raises a very concerning case on her constituent's behalf, and I have great
sympathy for her constituent in that situation. I understand that my hon. Friend has rightly
written to my right hon. Friend the Minister for Immigration, asking her to look into the matter.
I understand that my right hon. Friend is seeking an urgent clarification of the situation, and
of course if I can be of any help, my hon. Friend can always write to me.
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